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�ey may have only had a week of practice together, but  you wouldn’t know 
it judging by the success of the Posnack JCC’s Team Ft. Lauderdale Boy’s 
Baseball team. �e team, ages 13-16, brought home the gold in the baseball 
division of a recent mini-Olympiad for young Jewish athletes. Wayne Stofsky 
says his team’s success was based not just on talent, but how well they came 
together as a team in a short period of time.
 “It was just a group of kids that really got along well and had great cama-
raderie,” said Stofsky of Cooper City, who’s been the head coach of the Pos-
nack JCC’s Maccabi baseball contingent for three years. �is was his team’s 
¡rst gold medal. 
 �e ball players, many from Weston, Cooper City and Davie, went 6-0 
during the Maccabi Games, which were held August 5-10 in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. Posnack JCC’s Team Ft. Lauderdale sent a delegation of 94 teens 
from South Florida who competed not only in baseball, but also swimming, 
soccer, basketball, tennis, table tennis, lacrosse, track & ¡eld and dance. �e 
week-long experience also included an opening ceremony, community service 
mitzvah projects and social events in the evenings.
 “It is about competing, it is about camaraderie, and it is about giving 
back,” said Stofsky. 
 Since 1982, the games have provided a venue to encourage Jewish pride 
and identity through sports. �e 94 teens from South Florida, the largest 
single delegation, joined close to 4,000 thousand other Jewish teens from all 
over the country, Canada, Israel, Mexico, Great Britain and Hungary. While 
there is competition, the games are also about strengthening bonds in the 
Jewish community. While coaches stay in local hotels, the young athletes stay 
with host families who welcome them into their homes. 
 Harrison Riggott, 14, made his ¡rst trip to the games this summer to 
play tennis. �e Cooper City High school freshman lost his match in the 
second round, but says there was plenty more for him to experience.
 “I liked all the activities and all the tennis, I met a lot of kids and my host 
family was very nice. Overall, I really enjoyed it,” he said. 
 �e South Florida delegation also included an impressive array of coach-
es and supporters, including baseball coach Stofsky, who is the President of 
the Cooper City Optimist Club and played college baseball for LSU, winning 
the College World Series. Others included Dale McLean, who works for 
the Miami Heat and oversees the Heat Extreme Dancers; Federico Brodsky, 
owner of Swish Hoops Basketball Camp, who played professional basketball 
for Argentina and is a basketball recruiter for the “Haifa Heat” team; Kenny 
Anderson, former NBA basketball player; Dan Newman, President of the 
Posnack JCC; Debby Eisinger, Mayor of Cooper City; and Sammy Schul-
man, the CFO of the Miami Heat.
 Schulman become involved three years ago and is the head coach of the 
16-and-under Boys Basketball team, which includes his son, Benjamin, 15. 
Schulman says the games are about the total experience, where Jewish com-
petitors from around the world have the chance to connect.
 “�ey become immediate friends and have the ability to stay in touch. I 
think it is a great experience,” he said.
  For more on the games, visit www.maccabiusa.com.   BETH SCHOTT

Teen Spirit
At the Maccabi games,
teens meet & compete


